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successfully defied the efforts of the greatest and
wealthiest empire the world had seen since the first
barbarian hordes crossed the Roman frontiers.
Owing in great measure to the skilful diplomacy of
Jeannin, supported by the English envoys, a treaty
was signed (April 9, 1609) between Philip III. and
the Dutch, which recognised the independence of
the United Provinces and secured to them the right
of trading to all parts of the Indies not actually
occupied by the Spaniards. It was an empty con-
cession to Spanish pride that the treaty took the
form of a twelve year's truce and not of a perpetual
peace.

